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October 7, 2015 

Completion of New Factory Building at Key Medical Equipment 
Manufacturing Plant in Shirakawa 

New Organization for Efficient Procurement, Manufacturing, and Repairs 

 
Olympus Corporation (Head office: Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, President: Hiroyuki Sasa) today 

announced the completion on October 7, 2015 of a new factory building at its Shirakawa 
facility (Nishigo-mura, Nishishirakawa-gun, Fukushima), one of its key manufacturing sites 
for medical equipment. The new building is intended for facilitating major advances in 
Olympus’s medical business and will commence full-scale operation at the end of the month. 
 

Ever since the commercialization of the gastrocamera in 1950, medical endoscopes from 
Olympus have been helping achieve the “early diagnosis” of cancer and other illness, and the 
“minimally invasive therapies” that reduce pain and stress on patients undergoing surgery or other 
procedures. The Shirakawa facility has the following three functions: 

 
[Manufacturing] Shirakawa Olympus Corporation manufactures video processors, light sources, and 

other products for medical endoscopes. (President: Shinji Kimura, Established: 1978) 
[Repair]       Shirakawa Medical Equipment Service Operation Center (SORC Shirakawa) 

handles medical endoscope repair for the Hokkaido and Eastern Japan regions. 
[Procurement]  Shirakawa Central Purchasing Center (CPC), Medical Procurement Division acts 

as a centralized purchasing center for medical endoscope components. 
 
The construction of the new factory building will enable these three organizations to be 

consolidated at the same site in an efficient manner. In doing so they will establish a “One 
Shirakawa” organization that improves the productivity of procurement, manufacturing, and repair. 
Through its medical business, Olympus intends to continue implementing its “Social IN” corporate 
philosophy of “striving to realize better health and happiness for people by proposing new values”. 
 
Olympus announced a plan in December 2012 to build new factory buildings in order to facilitate major advances in its medical 
business with the aim of establishing a solid base of manufacturing infrastructure by expanding production capacity, boosting 
productivity, and implementing BCP*1 measures at its key manufacturing sites for medical equipment (at Aizu, Shirakawa, and 
Aomori). The Shirakawa facility is the first of the three sites to complete this work. 
 
*1: Business Continuity Planning: A comprehensive action plan that includes measures for ensuring that important activities can 

continue uninterrupted in the event of a disaster, or if interrupted can resume operation within the target recovery time. 
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●Overview of Shirakawa site after completion of new building  
1. Location: 3-1 Oaza-Odakura-Aza-Okamiyama, Nishigo-mura, Nishishirakawa-gun, 

Fukushima, Japan (Shirakawa site manager: Shinji Kimura) 

2. Total number of employees: Approximately 1,090 (excluding temporary staff and contractors, as of 

end Sept. 2015) 

3. Total floor area: 36,637 m2 (new building is 27,780 m2) 
4. Site area: 74,360 m2 
5. Building and construction: Two buildings 

・New factory building (RCSS construction*2, five floors (six floors in part), seismically isolated 

structure): Shirakawa Olympus and CPC (CPC previously located off site) 

・Existing building (completed in 2005, three-floor steel-reinforced construction): SORC Shirakawa 
6. Total construction cost: 9.9 billion yen (approx.) 
7. Features of new factory building: 

[1] “One Shirakawa” organization: More efficient procurement, manufacturing, and repair 
by consolidating Shirakawa Olympus, SORC Shirakawa, and CPC at the same site 
(including existing building). 

[2] Environmentally aware design: Features include solar panels on the roof and a chilled 
water storage tower that stores 1,100 t of chilled water produced using overnight power 
for use in daytime cooling. 

[3] Better work environment for staff: 
・Barrier-free: Entrance steps have been eliminated and a ground-floor elevator 

provided for the employee entrance, disability bathrooms (multi-function 
bathrooms) on every floor 

・Meeting rooms: Number of rooms doubled 
・Presentation room (new): Classroom style with 100-person capacity 
・Washrooms: Number increased by roughly 30%, available at all workplaces 
・Car and bike parking: Number of car parks increased by roughly 30% (1,450 spaces), 

snow-melting system installed on main footpath / number of 
bike parks increased by roughly 70% 

・Company cafeteria: Seating capacity increased by roughly 30%, improved service 
with expanded menu 

・Bathrooms: Number of toilets doubled, higher proportion of women’s toilets 
・Changing rooms: Number of lockers increased by roughly 30% 
・Refresh rooms: Number of rooms doubled, provided on every floor 
・Common room (new): Space provided for staff to gather informally 

8. Floor use in new factory building: 
6F Machine room, solar panels 
5F Shirakawa Olympus, canteen, controlled area (clean room) 
4F Shirakawa Olympus 
3F CPC, meeting rooms 
2F Meeting rooms, changing rooms, multipurpose space, common room 
1F Entrance, meeting rooms, presentation room, CPC 

 
*2: Hybrid steel-reinforcing and steel-frame construction technique combining pillars of steel-reinforced concrete with 

steel frame beams 
 

The company names and product names specified in this release are the trademarks or 
registered trademarks of each company. 
 


